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Britain's Yob Culture

A, Al last something's being done to curb anti-social behaviour in Britain,
B. [ suppose you're referring Lo the government's latest plan 1o crack down on Britain's yob cullure,

A. Of course. Do you realisc that on a single day last month there were 66,000 reported incidents of anti-
social behaviour? People arc bepging, dropping Titter, starting fights, being rowdy, vandalising property or
commitling some other so-called « low-level » offence once every two sceonds. These oflences cost the tax-
payer a ot ol money: public agencies spend about £3.5 billion a year just clearing up the mess caused by

such vandals.

B. T can't say I'm surprised. Tn fact, Britain scts a standard lor yobbish behaviour that few developed nations
can malch. Britain's foothall hooligans are the most violent and abusive in Furope and its holidayvmakers are
rapidly acquiring a similar notoriety: some resorts in Greece are littered with drunken, debauched british
youths. I've often been to the US and what always sirikes me when I pet back is how squalid Britain has
beecome. People are so self-absorbed they don't cven notice the existence of others. Many don't scem to
understand that in public places one has the obligation to behave in ways that others find acceptable. Take a

late-nighl commuter frain oul of Tondon and you'll find voursell jammed in a dirty compartment with



slovenly people eating hamburgers, dropping rubbish and velling into mobile phones. Contrary o their

image, americans have always struck me as more polile and considerate than the British.

AL The government hopes to reduce anti-social behaviour by giving local authorities greater legal powers to
penalise offenders and by copying american initiatives. Beggimg will become a formal offence and local
councils will have the power to slop the payment of housing bencfits to rowdy lenants. The government's
also urging cities o clean up graffiti and remove abandonced cars more rapidly — the idea is that
neighbourhoods deteriorate quickly 1 even nunor infvactions of the law arc tolerated. In Liverpool ther's a
pilot « community law » scheme which tries 1o curb bad behaviour by co-ordinating the efforts of police

ofTicers, social workers, local leaders and judges.

B. If you really wanl lo tackle anli-social behaviour in this country vou have to understand its root cause:

inadequate socialisation exacerbaled by aleohol abuse,

A. You're right about the alcohol. Britain now tops the league of Furope's binge drinkers. We should ban

aleohol advertising and sharply tax all of these products aimed at the young.

B. What's wrong in my opinion is that many people in Britain no longer behave dccording to social norms,
and they will only do so 11 there's a threal ol instant fines, Tneuleating socially acceplable behaviour 1s the
responsibility of both families and schools, but neither is up to the task. More and more couples are failing to
fulfil their duties as parcnts, which is putting a great burden on teachers. l'ew british schools have the

resources Lo deliver an effective academic education, let alone asking teachers to be elfeclive ethical guides.

A. So what's the solution? How can we stop the rot ?

B. We won't lind a solution until we change the « me first, foroet the others » attitude which is more and
meore prevalent today. This attitude is brought about by messages encouraging instant personal satisfaction.
Look at all the TV ads urging you to satisly your desire Lo have his product or that serviee, to put yourself
first. People who acl in an anti-social manner arc doing just this. putting themselves first, bul in
cirenmstances that harm others. A socicty which relics heavily on markets must work hard lo ensure that

people also acquire a social conscience,



