PALAIS DU RHIN
STRASBOURG &



m A former imperial palace inaugurared
in 1889, the Palais du Rhin is the home of
DRAC Grand Est (Regional Direcrorate of
Culrural Affairs), a decenrralised agency of
rhe Ministry of Culrure. The headquarters of
fhe Cenfral Commission for the Navigafion
of the Rhine (CCNR) are also locared in the
palace, as is the Culrural Heritage Inventory
Deparrment for the Grand Est region.

Under the authority of rhe Préfer of the
Grand Est region, the DRAC is responsible
for implementing the pricrities identified
by rthe ministry for all secrors: herirage, mu-
seums, archives, boolks and public reading
services, music and dance, theatre and per-
formances, scientific and rechnical culrure,
rhe visual arfs, cinema and audiovisual art,
and culrural democrarisarion policies (artis-
fic education, city policy, culrure/jusrice, cul-
rure/healrh as well as culrure and disabiliry).

The Palais du Rhin belongs fo the Srare and,
lilke the Strasbourg Carhedral, falls under the
responsibility of the DRAC. These rwo iconic
monumenfs are mainrained, prorecred, re-
sfored and cared for by a range of specialist
feams: consenvarors, engineers, rechnicians
and administrarors.

On the European Heritage Days, coordinar-
ed ar regional level by the DRAC, rhe Palais
du Rhin opens irs doors o visirors, who are
guided round the building by people who
work there.

The Direcror’s office

u HISTORICAL AND URBAN CONTEXT »

Under the rerms of the Treary of Frankfurt
of 1871, Alsace and the deparrment of Mo-
selle were annexed fo the new German
Empire.

The new rulers decided rhar Strasbourg
should become borh a showcase and a frue
regional capiral, home fo the polifical, mil-
irary, administrarive, religious and scientific
instirutions. To this end, a plan ro exrend the
ciry was approved in 1880. Up until the out-
break of World War |, Strasbourg enjoyed
a period of significant growrh, which was
responsible for parr of the presenr look of
the ciry.

A presfigious thoroughfare was builr (Place
de la République, Avenue VictorSchoelch-
er, Avenue de la Liberté and Place de I'Uni-
versiré). This roure became the sire of grand
residenrial buildings, the new premises of
the university, the home of the regional ad-
ministrarion, the local parliament and an
imperial palace.

Building a palace like this was a highly
symbolic gesture, as demonstrared by the
inrerest shown by the Chancellor Offo von
Bismarclk (1815-1898), the laying of the first
sfone by Emperor Wilhelm | (1815-1888)
and fthe inaugurarion by his grandson Wil-
helm Il (1859-1941).

Inspired by rhe Iralian Renaissance and
the baroque style, the architect Hermann
Eggerr designed a huge quadrilareral, with
a portico leading o a magnificent central
enfrance ropped with a squared dome.



= THE PALAIS DU RHIN,
A NATIONAL ESTATE »

Because of irs exceprional link with the
hisrory of the Narion, rthe palace and ifs
grounds, including the parlks and the srables,
figure on the first list of the 6 nafional es-
rares announced officially by the Ministry of
Culrure in 2017.

Besides the Palais du Rhin this list includes
the esrares of Chambord and Pau, the Cha-
reau d'Angers, the Louvre and the Tuileries,
as well as the Elysée Palace.

» TIMELINE »

1883-1889 Consfruction of the palace by
Herman Eggert. The first stone was laid on
22 March 1884, in honour of the birthday
of Emperor Wilhelm I. The palace was inau-
gurared by Wilhelm Il during the Strasbourg
Kaiserstagen, from 20 to 23 August 1889.

1914-1918 The palace was in use as a mil-
irary hospiral.

1919 Under the rerms of rhe Treaty of Ver-
sailles, the headquarters of the CCNR was
rransferred from rhe Mannheim Palace ro
the imperial palace in Strasbourg, thereaf-
rer fo be known as the Palais du Rhin.
1940-1944 The palace served as the
headquarters of rhe Kommandarur until
23 November 1944, when General Leclerc
established his command post there. On

View from rhe loggia

The stables

25 Seprember 1944, aerial bombing dam-
aged rhe wesr wing.

1957 There were plans to demolish fthe
building. Irs eclecric archirecrural style had
never been universally popular.

1962-1964 The parts damaged during the
war were restored.

1968 The original strucrures of the ballroom
were hidden during the worls carried our fo
creare an exhibifion hall for the School of
Archirecrure which occupied the palace ar
thar rime.

1993 Resroration worlk was carried our in
the palace, during which the alrerafions ro
the ballroom were removed.

2009 The esrare as a whole was officially
classified as an historic monument (the ini-
tial decree dared from 1977).

2017 The palace was elevated fo the sta-
rus of a narional esrare. The Neusradr quar-
rer was designared a UNESCO World Herit-
age sire.



» THE ARCHITECTURE «

The archirecrural design of the Palais du
Rhin befirs ifs srarus as the residence of the
sovereign. Ir thus combines a highly symbol-
ic starement with the provision of accom-
modation in accordance with the efiquerre
and customs of the day. Neverrheless, the
project was limired by rhe fact rhat ir would
only occasionally be occupied by the Em-
peror, accompanied on such visits by a re-
duced courf. Ir consists of rthe palace,
bounded on three sides by a park, and a
secondary building on a separare plof, o
act as srables, carriage house and living
quarters for the concierge.

In keeping with fradirion, the first floor is giv-
en over fo representarive funcrions and rhe
Emperor’s apartments. In the centre, af the
fronr of the building, is the main audience
room, off which are the apartments of rthe
Emperor and Empress (audience room, re-
ception room, privare sitfing room). The pri-
vare rooms (bedrooms, dressing rooms,
servants’ quarfers, efc.) are on the short

» THE ARCHITECT HERMANN EGGERT &

Trained at the Berlin Bauakademie, Her
mann Eggert (1844-1920) held various posrs
in the architectural services of the German
Empire (Berlin, Strasbourg). Affer becoming
a government archifect, in 1875 he was
appoinred architect fo the University of Stras-
bourg. He designed public buildings for cifies
including Berlin, Frankfurr am Main and Han-
over. In Strasbourg he designed the overall
plans for the new university, as well as the
plans for several buildings infended ro house
scientific insrirures.

sides of the building. Ar the rear of the pal-
ace is the public receprion area, with a
suire of three adjoining rooms: the dining
room, the ballroom (the only one remain-
ing) and the assembly room. The ground
floor incorporares a variety of funcrions. Fac-
ing the square are wo aparrments for use
by the princes (one for a bachelor and the
other for a couple), while the areas devor-
ed ro domesfic affairs and the running of
the palace are locared to the rear and in
fhe cenfre . The servants’ worlking and living
quarters are spread across the four floors.
Since 1919 the Palais du Rhin has under
gone a number of fransformarions, MOosr
norably as a resulr of the change to a public
service building and the damage suffered
during World War Il. Ir remains an ourstand-
ing example of lare 19rh cenrury European
palace archirecrure, with its concepts of
symbolic represenrarion, arr de vivre, style
and rhe rechnology used in the consfrucrion
and equipment.

= TECHNICAL INSTALLATIONS »

A pulsed air heafing sysfem was incorporat-
ed info the imperial palace during ifs con-
srruction. Seven coal-fired furnaces insralled
on rhe ground floor hear the cold air, which
is then directed info each of the rooms of
the palace by means of ducrs built info the

Well

Confrol valves activare a systfem of mefal
dampers, allowing the femperarure of each
room fo be regulared. In the Emperor’s sit-
fing room, fhis systfem is infegrared info the
furnishings.




= THE SYMBOLISM
OF THE EXTERIOR DECORATION «

All the facades and the upper sections are
adorned with a wide variefy of symbolic
and ornamental decorafion, of which only
parf has survived. Ir was infended fo glorify
the German Empire and the ruling Hohen-
zollern family.

The principal element is the sculpred deco-
rafion of the cenfral porfico, which symbolis-
es the sovereignty of the Empire over Alsace
and Lorraine.



= GROUND FLOOR &

Ground floor
current siruarion

Vestibule In the centre of the coffered
ceiling of the enfrance hall, the Impetrial
eagle and the mortto of the Hohenzollerns
— Vom Fels zum Meer (From the rock fo
the sea) - greer the visitor. On the sides
of the main enfrance hall are rwo raised
vestibules, which lead ro the ground floor
apartments for the princes. 4 On rhe sourh
side, the corner salon is now the office of
the Regional Direcror of Cultural Affairs.

Detail of decor from the prince’s aparrments

= 1T FLOOR

Ballroom When the palace was built, a
dining room led off the ballroom, fo the left.
This dining room was irreparably damaged
during World War Il. To the righr was an as-
sembly room, now partitioned and conver-
red info offices. However, the painfed deco-
rafions have been preserved above the false
ceiling. The reception area occupied the
whole of the wing which overlooks the park.

Grand Staircase Designed in the fro-
difion of Iralian palaces and German bao-
roque casfles, the sraircase is ar the hearr
of the building and consists of seven flights.
Narural light comes from the covered glass
roof and rhe large windows rhar overlools
the rwo infernal courtyards. The allegorical
figures of Justice, Wisdom, Forfitude and
Temperance are depicred on fthe panels
of the arches overlooking the sraircase, fac-
ing each ofher on the east and west sides.
The Middle Ages and the Renaissance pro-
vided rthe inspirafion for the decorafion
surrounding the windows of the srairwell.
A medallion, held aloff by rwo gryphons,
displays the coar of arms of Alsace whilst a
marching medallion bears the coar of arms
of Lorraine.

Grand Staircase

Emperor's Bedroom This modesrly sized
room is used as an office.

B Emperors Sitting Room This room s
decorared in German Renaissance style, as
illustrared by the consoles, wirh their carved
heads of cherubs and bearded old men,
and the use of inlaid panels adorned with
eagles and helmetfs. The walls are cove-
red in gold embossed wallpaper, with red
highlighrs and a floral morif, which echoes




the decorarion on the grille of the fireplace.
The DRAC Grand Est holds its worling mee-
fings in rhis room.

Emperor’s Reception Room The deco-
rafion on the ceiling of the recepfion room
includes cameos, bas-reliefs, small portrair
medallions and vases on an anfique red
background. The central morif is surroun-
ded by Roman gods: Pluro, Juno, Mars,
Jupiter, Diana and Mercury. A frieze of Prus-
sian eagles on a gold baclkground acrs as
a frame for the chariors inspired by Ancienr
Rome.

Today rhis room is used by the Dutch dele-
garion of the CCNR.

B Emperor's Anteroom The geometric
coffered ceilings are a digesr of decorafive
vocabulary. They are highlighred in vivid
colours: green, red and gold. The small me-
dallions on an anfique red baclkground are
indicarive of a metficulous love for derail. A
frieze of medallions bearing imperial eagles
is a fribure fo the narure of the person for
whom the aparrment is infended.

Today rhis room is used by the Belgian and
Swiss delegarions of the CCNR.

El Audience Room The design of the au-
dience room incorporares a lkey notion of
Renaissance archirecrure: a cenfral space
and a cupola. Irs solemn narure is reinfor-
ced by rhe galleries supported on columns
of red marble. The resforation worls carried
our in 1977 revealed the four paintings in
the corner panels of a goddess of vicrory

Ballroom (1918)

A Emperor's Sitting Room

greeting the still hidden portraifts of Grear
Elecror Friedrich Wilhelm, Kings Friedrich |
and Friedrich Il and rthe Emperor Wilhelm |.
Each is accompanied by his morto, which
can still be seen: Suum cuique ( To each his
own), Olivia lauro potior (Victory is worth
more than glory), Deus fortirude mea (God
is my strengrh), Allweg guer Zolre (Long live
rhe Hohenzollerns).

Empresss Anferoom The decorafion
here is mainly concenfrared in the coffered
ceiling, with irs flowers and birds, carfouches
and cameo medallions painfed on a lighr
background. In fthis anferoom, as in the
ofher rooms used by the Empress, the walls
were lined with sills.

This room is used by the German delegation
of the CCNR.

Empress's Reception Room
This room is used by the French delegarion
of the CCNR.

Empress's Sitting Room The rococo de-
cor contrasts with the style of the resr of the
palace. The purti perched afop the mirror
over the fireplace are holding the mono-
gram of Empress Augusta. The landscapes
above the doors, rogether with most of the
painfed decorafion in the palace, are aftri-
bured ro Johann Marrhaus Keuffel. The four
corer medallions depicr feminine virtues
and occuparions: marernal love and chariry,
embroidery and spinning.

This room is the office of the Secretary Gene-
ral of the CCNR.

The empress's bedroom which adjoins
this room, is decorared in the same style.



= 1 FLOOR «

9] B 6]

15 floor — current siruarion

Ministere de la Culrure
DRAC Grand Esr

Palais du Rhin

2 place de la République
67082 Strasbourg cedex

www.culrure.gouv.fr/Regions/Drac-Grand-Est
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