Flax Art Studios (Belfast) Artist Residency Open Call
for Artists based in Hauts-de-France

Application Deadline: Tuesday 29 August 2023, midnight.

For any queries, if you would like to speak to our team about alternative ways of applying
(e.g. self-recorded video), or if you require support with your application, please
contact fabio.altamura@artscouncil.org.uk and fluxusartp@gmail.com

Residency Duration: 8 weeks
Availabilities: Between October 2023 and January 2024

The Magnetic programme is a joint Franco-British initiative created in 2022 under the
umbrella of Fluxus Art Projects that brings together eight institutions in a programme of
eight-week artist residencies. The Magnetic 2 programme is based on a tandem partnership
between a French region and a UK nation. For further information on the whole programme,
please visit our website.

Wood workshop

About Flax Art Studios

Flax Art Studios has been established for 31 years in Belfast. As the only studio dedicated to
sculptural practice in Northern Ireland, it significantly contributes to the regions’ visual art
practice through subsidised studio provision and resources. Flax acts as a hub for
professional development, international networking, and fostering greater understanding
through outreach and engagement.

Flax provides studio space for seventy of the most exciting artists in NI, reaching over 100
artists/creatives through its production and workshop membership programmes. The calibre
and skills of its world-renowned artists is something which we celebrate and of which we are
proud.
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Flax Art Studios runs an International Residency programme since 1994, has developed an
exchange programme with Art Center Ongoing (Tokyo), and is working in collaboration with
University of Atypical, Coven (Berlin), and Videoclub (Brighton) to provide residencies
specifically for disabled artists. Flax’s artists play a key role in the life of the city, the renewal
of its cultural scene, and the overall regeneration movement in which the various associated
communities are directly involved.

While Flax Art Studios will remain the host institution and the main mentoring organisation, it
will work with CCA Derry~Londonderry which could host the artist for a short-term period
and be an art interlocutor for the artist.

About the Centre for Contemporary Art Derry~Londonderry

The Centre for Contemporary Art (CCA) fosters a wide range of artistic, curatorial, and
critical practices through five programme streams: research and production, exhibition-
making, public programmes, publishing, and residencies.

CCA developed out of the Context Gallery in The Playhouse. Since its conception in 1992,
the gallery has exhibited emerging artists from Northern Ireland alongside international
peers.

CCA'’s activity builds on the history of the Context Gallery but has a wider mandate, fostering
a range of artistic, curatorial, and critical practices, locally, regionally and internationally.
CCA opened in the autumn of 2012 in a space designed by Michael Carr Architects.

Focus

The Good Friday Agreement or Belfast Agreement, is a pair of agreements signed on 10
April 1998 by the British and Irish governments that ended most of the violence of the
Troubles, a political conflict in Northern Ireland that had ensued since the late 1960s. It was
a major development in the Northern Ireland peace process of the 1990s. The aim was to
establish a new devolved government for Northern Ireland in which unionists and nationalists
would share power.

Fast forward to 2022 and the lingering dispute between the United Kingdom and the
European Union over post-Brexit border arrangements could lead to the collapse of
institutions around the two-decade old Northern Ireland peace agreement if the two sides
cannot break the impasse.

Flax Art Studios is based in a city in transition. Colourful, complicated, messy ... and
magnificent. This is a place with a long and complex history, a tapestry of narratives, and
now a new story in the making. Flax is particularly interested in research/art work inspired by
the new story of Belfast.

The residency offers:

o Artist fees of £2100 per month.
e Furnished private accommodation in Belfast.
e Access to a studio in the city centre in Belford Street.



o If necessary, access to the only dedicated sculptural practice facility in Northern
Ireland and a range of subsidised shared resources. 24-hour access to Studio
Spaces with sculpture workshop facilities including wood, plaster, casting, digital
fabrication, and textile.

e |f necessary, access to Flax Art Studios industrial scale workshops — technician
support will be provided.

o Administrative, technical, pastoral and curatorial support from Flax Art Studios team.
Optional opportunity to show works/research in Flax Art Studios project space
programme. Access to a project/experimental/shop front exhibition space at North
Street satellite studio.

¢ Community support, facilitation and introductions by Flax Art Studios specific to the
particular needs of the visiting artist.

e Opportunity to meet and network with Flax Art Studios international artists, Board
Members and team.

e Round trip UK / France and local transports will be covered.

Access:
Please note that Flax Art Studios are not fully accessible.

How to Apply:

All applications must be submitted via our Fluxus Art Projects platform. Candidates must
submit a CV, and outline their intentions for the residency with regards to the context of the
venue and its focus.

A confirmation email should be generated for each project submitted. In addition to your
application via the Fluxus platform, please send a confirmation email to:
angela.blanc@institut-francais.org.uk and fluxusartp@gmail.com

Shortlisted artists will be contacted in the last week of September and invited to a Zoom
interview taking place between 29 September and 10 October.

Selection Criteria:

e Artistic ambition within a professional practice rooted in contemporary Visual Arts
e Relevance of the artist’s proposal within the residency’s context and focus
e Motivation for an international residency at this point in the artist’s career

For further information on the programme, please visit our website here.

If you have any specific enquiries, please contact fluxusartp@gmail.com
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